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FINAL PROJECT GUIDE 
“Introduction to Environmental Education” Online Course, Week 5 

Cornell University Civic Ecology Lab 

To receive certificate, you will need to create a final project in Week 5, in addition to completing required 
assignments in Weeks 1-4. For your final project, you can create either a lesson plan or a case study. 

Final Project requirements: 
1. Choose. For your final project, create a lesson plan or case study – choose one.
2. Elements. Use the guidelines below to create a lesson plan or case study.
3. Ideas from this course. Your final project must reflect ideas from this course. For example, use 

terminology and related ideas such as "place-based education" or "climate change education.” Use 
conceptual and practical ideas that you learned from course instructors, online discussions with other 
students, webinars, and readings.

4. Adaptable. Your lesson plan/case study must be useful for environmental education programs in your 
country, and easily adaptable to contexts in other countries.

5. Authors. Develop your lesson plan/case study by yourself or collaborate with one or two other course 
participants to create a group final project (no more than 3 authors per one final project). If you create 
your final project in a group, list all your names in your final project, and each member of your group 
will submit the same project in Week 5 to receive an Expert certificate.

6. Language. Use English for your final project if possible. If you speak only Chinese or Spanish, you 
can submit in these languages (even better, we suggest that you submit two versions: in Chinese/
Spanish and in English). But in general, English is preferred to reach the global audience.

7. Photo copyright. If you use a photo in your final project, this photo must be taken by you or you must 
have permission to use it from the photographer. Do not use photos from the internet if you do not 
have permission.

8. Photo consent. If a photo that you use includes children and their faces are recognizable, you must 
collect and keep their parental consent form. If people in the photo are far away and not recognizable, 
you don’t need their consent. You don’t need to send us consent forms, but you must keep them.

9. File format. Save your final project as .doc file (Microsoft Word). We cannot accept PDF or other 
formats; use only Word files.

10. One page. Your final project must be ONE PAGE only, absolutely no longer. Final projects longer 
than one page will NOT be accepted.

11. Font. Use font size 10, 11, or 12. Do not use smaller fonts. Title can be larger.
12. Important information only. In your lesson plan/case study, include only essential information, skip 

unimportant details. Educators from other cities or countries should be able to take your lesson plan/
case study and adapt it in their settings.

13. Weeks 1-4. When you submit your final project, make sure that you have completed all required 
assignments in Weeks 1-4. A certificate will be issued if you complete all required assignments from 
all weeks plus the final project.

14. Submit. Submit your completed final project before the deadline. Late submissions are not accepted.
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Option 1: Lesson Plan 
Lesson plans are step-by-step guidelines on how to conduct a specific environmental education activity with 
an audience. For example, a lesson plan could be a classroom lesson about biodiversity, a field trip to a water 
treatment plant, a volunteer event in a community garden, a stewardship activity such as tree planting that 
includes learning, or an educational activity for community members, a school board, or families. You can 
create a lesson plan to describe any single environmental education activity that can be adapted by educators 
leading environmental education programs around the world. 

Examples. You can download examples of lesson plans from previous courses here: 
https://civeco.files.wordpress.com/2015/12/uee_student_lesson_plans_2017.pdf 
You don’t have to follow these examples. Be creative and develop lesson plans that work for you, your 
educational program and other environmental educators. 

Elements of a lesson plan 
1. Title (informative, short)
2. Your name, your organization, your city and country
3. Background (learning objectives, participants, equipment, materials, location, time required, safety)
4. Activity (step-by-step explanation of the activity). This is the main part of your lesson plan. Include 

step-by-step instructions so that educators from other cities and countries can understand and adapt 
these steps to their settings.

5. Type this phrase in small font somewhere in your lesson plan: “This project is developed for the 
Introduction to Environmental Education online course, Cornell University Civic Ecology Lab, 
2018.”

6. Optional: Illustrations. Include a small photo, graph, diagram, or art object.
7. Optional: Additional information (e.g., links, references, ideas how to adapt this lesson, extension 

of activity).
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Option 2: Case Study 
A case study tells a story about a specific environmental education program, organization, strategy or 
partnership. Case studies provide inspiration for other educators about how to organize environmental 
education programs, lead organizations, forge partnerships, integrate environmental education into school 
subjects, create curricula, or develop regional educational strategies supported by governments and NGOs. 
Most case studies describe one concrete environmental education effort and provide links for additional 
information (websites, videos, PDF documents). Educators from all around the world can read your case 
study and borrow good ideas from it. 
Examples. You can download some examples of case studies here: 
https://civeco.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/example-case-studies.pdf
https://civeco.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/example-case-studies.pdf
You don’t have to follow these examples. Be creative and develop case studies that work for you, your 
educational program and other environmental educators. 

Elements of a case study 
1. Title. It must be short and include the name of the described program, city, and country.
2. Your name, your organization, your city, and country
3. Key idea. Address some ideas from the course. Describe this environmental education effort using 

the concepts from at least one of the five weeks, for example, place-based education, climate change 
education, nature-based education, or environmental action. Include terminology that you’ve learned 
in the course.

4. Program overview. Briefly describe an environmental education effort and the environmental and 
social issues it addresses. Use short sentences and paragraphs and engaging language and provide 
specific examples of educational activities or strategies.

a. Educational approaches. You can describe pedagogical aspects of this effort.
b. Outcomes. You can include a list of outcomes or a brief evaluation of this effort.
c. Critique. You can briefly describe achievements and challenges/limitations of the effort.
d. Lessons learned. What the effort will improve in the future, what are the next steps.

5. Type this phrase in small font somewhere in your case study: “This project is developed for the 
Introduction to Environmental Education online course, Cornell University Civic Ecology Lab, 
2018.”

6. Illustrations. Include appropriate illustrations (photo, graph, diagram, art).
7. Additional information. You can include references and links to websites, PDF, curricula, etc.


